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THE INAUGURAL SESSION 
UNESCO SEMINAR ON LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE ARAB STATES 


At 10 A.M., on Monday, Dec. 8, 1959, H.E. the Minister of National Edu- 
cation and Fine Arts, announced, on behalf of the Lebanon Government, 
the opening of the first library seminar at Beirut. More than 250 persons, 
representing all fields of knowledge, attended this session. 
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LIBRARY WORLD 


Vol. 2 Jan.-Feb. 1960 


SUMMARY OF CONTENTS 


This Journal: Two photographs showing H.E. the Lebanese Minister of 
Education viewing the LIBRARY WORLD which was displayed before the 
members of the Regional Seminar on Library Development in Arab States, 
held at Beirut. The Minister is interested in this first M.E. Arabic period- 
ical in the field 


Highlights: On the occasion of a new year for LIBRARY ‘WORLD, the 
editor quotes that the journal is progressing from the local to the regional 
scope to fulfil its responsibilities of being a regional library periodical of 
Arab librarians and publishers. The story of attending Beirut Seminar 
is mentioned as evidence of the rising interest in library movement among 
Arab authorities. The editor explains the editorial policy of the journal 
through its first year of publication and the plans for the new year ... 


The Regional Seminar on Library Development in Arab States, Beirut, 8-19 
Dec. 1959. This feature summarizes the proceedings of the UNESCO 
Seminar, introduces the official participants and quotes the final resolutions 
The article is extensively illustrated with photographs ... 


Discussion and Resolutions: Two items of interest are mentioned here : first, 
the librarian in a specialised library should be specialist in the subject- 
matter of his library...; second, the distribution of technical works among 
Arab States participating in the Seminar ... 


The Science Council, U.A.R. starts a comprehensive survey for the study of 
specialised libraries in the U.A.R. For this purpose, the Council has already 
published a 24-page questionnaire including nine main items to be 
answered by librarians concerned in the Republic. These items cover 
library buildings, furniture, holdings, staff, finance and budget, services, etc. 


Adaptation of Decimal Classification; previous efforts: Nine previous trials 
have been shortly ennumerated in this list. Each individual effort will 


Revival of the Old Arab Heritage: An 80-volume manuscript on the hitstory 
of Damascus is under deciphering and publication. One of the Arab 
scholars, Sheikh M. A. Duhman, member of the Arts and Literature Council, 
Demascus, explains his achievements in this concern . 


The one-volume Arabic Encyclopedia, a project of Franklin’s Inc., U.A.R, 
The article gives the names of the Director’s Board, the editorial policy, 
and the proportions of subject matter in this encyclopedia. ... 


Practical solutions of the book-theft problem: The author, Mr. K. Basiouni, 
Librarian of the Branch National Library, Khalifa, Cairo, tries to diagnose 
as fully as possible the problem of book-theft and book losses which has 
become serious in most libraries. He quotes that theft as a social disease 
is an abnormal and deviated behaviour like any other sort of crime. 
Ethical and religious upbringing of children is quite fruitful for treating 
such a criminal attitude early. In libraries, bookitheft is due to different 
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factors : may be due to kleptomania, or the desire to outwit the authorities, 
or personal perusal of books, or for money sake. The author, in trying to 
set up practical solutions for the problem, first assumes absolute honesty 
in all members of the staff. Then he suggests compact lending systems 
where sufficient guarantee for returning books to the library is realised. 
We further discusses elaborately the building designs of libraries and 
the arrangement of furniture as a useful measure for efficient control and 
supervision over readers and holdings without hurting the feelings of the 
patrons. He sometimes advocates penalties or money fines as a remedy 
in certain cases. Lastly, the author discusses the different rates of book 
losses in libraries and asks that all members of the staff, as well as the 
librarian himself, should be responsible for the holdings of the library. ... 


The Syllabus of the Library School, Faculty of Arts, Cairo University: A four- 
years curriculum including theoretical studies and practical training ... 


The Appraisal of Descriptive Cataloging of Arabic Entries in the Cairo National 
Library. The author Mr. R. S. Ghali, Librarian, Giza Board of Education 
Library, summaries the history of descriptive cataloging in the National 
Library, Cairo, since its establishment in 1887 through 1938, and from 1938 
on. Two different systems of cataloging are now working: the pre- and 
post-i938 systems. The former has led to three different kinds of catalogs : 
title, author, and classified catalogs. The title catalog is the main approach. 
The author suggests that author entry should be the main one, but he sees 
that this is is impossible achievement in the National Library where there 
is a tremendous number of books needs to be completely re-cataloged. The 
author criticises the habit of inserting all names of co-authors at the top 
of the card, whereas they are included again after the title of the book. 


New Ideas for Experimentation: The meeting of library professors and practi- 
tioners with library students in an advisory committee is suggested by Mr. 
Saad M. Hagrass, a candidate of Doctorate Degree at Rutgers, to be applied 
in the Library School at Cairo, where it will be most beneficial for reci- 
procating ideas and understanding library problems ... 


A Library Association to be formed at Tunisia: The writer Mr. Djilani Ben 
Hadji Yehia, representative of Tunisia Government in the Beirut Library 
Seminar, ennumerates the purposes and functions of the new association 
in 28 items. 


Fundamental Rules of Descriptive Cataloging as applied by most libraries 
based on A.L.A. rules (4) Publications of Special Type ... 


Adapted Decimal Classification : (600-Technology and 700-Fine Arts tables). 
« Understanding Arabic Poetry », a new book by the Sudanese author Mr. A. T. 
al-Maghdoub, reviewed by Dr. G. D. el-Ramadi ... 


News of the two months 
A three-days seminar with the of School Mr. 
M. Kamel al-Nahas, Under Secretary of State, Ministry of Education, U.A.R. 


The library activities and services: in the Educational Zones and School 
Libraries; illustrated news ...... — 

The Roving Eye: Exhibitions, ane “Meetings 

Classified Selective List of books published in the Arab World ine 

Book Reviews: Selections of the Library World 

Public Library Development in the Republic of the Satan, we M. “Katie, hatte: 
tant Librarian, Khartoum University (English) 


The Activities of School Libraries Department in Egypt; ‘w Mr. H. Rashad, 


Director of the Department (English) 
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THE ACTIVITIES OF SCHOOL 
LIBRARIES DEPARTMENT 
IN EGYPT 


By 


Hassan Rashad. 
Director of School Libraries Dept., 
Ministry of Education, Cairo. 


The Ministry of Education in Egypt 
has lately given great attention to the 
school library. Plans have been made to 
convert it from mere bookstore to a living 
centre of education which helps to 
develop the personality and form the en- 
lightened citizen. The Ministry has also 
decided that the school libraries should 
become centeres for culture in their en- 
vironment spreading knowledge inside and 
outside the school. 


In order to attain this goal, the Depart- 
ment of School Libraries has set the rules 
and plans that would accomplish the pyro- 
gress of libraries and enable’ them to 
function properly so that they may pro- 
duce the required effect on both individual 
and society. 


The following is a brief list of the work 
done by this Department to _ realize its 
aims: 


1. Finance and Supply. 


(a) Funds for school libraries: Consi- 
dering the need for books that cope with 
life at present, meet the education pro- 
gram and satisfy the interest and desires 
of the varying ages, funds have been in- 
creased tremendously and _ instead of 
L.E. 19.000 in last year’s budget, they have 
become L.E. 100,000 this year. The Library 
Department, together with the High Com- 
mittee responsible for selection of books, 
are doing this selection for all stages of 
education in the shortest possible time 
and within the funds allowed. This is 
besides a certain amount of money given 
to each school library to purchase other 
books locally. 


(b) Modern furniture and equipment : 
The Libraries Department realizing that 
the school library, should be an attrac- 


tive place has decided to supply some of 
the school libraries with standardized fur- 
niture, that would make it easy and en- 
joyable to the library, and would encour- 
age frequenting it. A sum of L.E. 60,000 
has been devoted to supply 250 school 


libraries with that furniture throughout 
the whole country. A long-term policy had 
been planned to supply all secondary 
school and preparatory school libraries, 
with this furniture within five or six years. 


In order to facilitate the manufactur- 
ing of this furniture, the Department has 
made the necessary designs and samples 
with their specifications, and forwarded 
them to all Educational Zones in the coun- 
try (Board of education) so that they may 
be guided by them. 


Considering the importance of getting 
children accustomed to reading, it has 
been decided that:the classroom library 


should be established in all schools and at 
all stages and in primary schools in par- 
ticular. About 6,500 classroom libraries 
have been established last year in primary 
schools. 


(c) The library fee: In order to im- 
prove library work, the Ministry has 
decided to impose a fee, amounting to 


10 P.T. on every student. The money is 


gathered locally in the school so that every 
school may be better able to supply its 
library with what it needs, namely, books, 
magazines, audio-visual meterials and 
other necessities. 
2. Qualifications and _ Certification of 
School Librarians. 


(a) In order to have a good adminis- 
tration and organization, that would en- 
courage library use, the department held 
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three training courses’ for teacher-libra- 
rians, where they have been taught all the 
professional processes and the educational 
values of the library by the staff of the 
Library School of Cairo University. 


They gave satisfactory results, and some 
school libraries have since, been run by 
qualified librarians, These libraries have 
become cultural centers, illuminating all 


walks of school activity. Students and 
parents go to these libraries after school 
hours to find all sorts of books which meet 
their needs. 


Three courses will be held every year 
so that within five years all secondary 
and preparatory school libraries will have 
qualified librarians. 


(b) In order to enable librarians to do 
their task well and to improve library 
work, the Ministry has issued a «Code» 
which stipulated that the teacher-libra- 


rians should be full-time librarians in 
schools where the classes exceed 30, and 
part-time (10 lessons per week) in small 
schools. This Code also provides 1/10 for 


discarding every year to cover any loss 
and damage that may be caused by the 
adoption of open shelves system. 


In this code, all deficiencies and gaps 
in the library system have been remedied. 


3. The Modern School Library Book. 


Owing to the lack of a_ good Arabic 
reference in library service, that would 
guide librarians, the department has pub- 


lished an inclusive reference that may be 
considered an indispensable reference to 
those specializing in library service in par- 
ticular, and educators in general. 


The book includes all administrative 
and technical processes together with the 
educational function of the library as the 
goal required of this book. 


4. Public School Libraries. 


In order that a school library may be 
of social and cultural benefit, to both stu- 
dents and parents and other individuals 


in the community during the’ evenings, 
thirty school libraries have been _ trans- 
formed to public libraries in the evening, 


W 


while others have been attached to the 
clubs of public service centers, so that 


students and other individuals may make 
the best use of their leisure time. These 


libraries have been supplied with the books 
that would satisfy all needs in varying 
subjects. 


Thus the objective of the school as an 
institute working to spread culture among 
the citizens may be fulfilled. The number 
of these libraries has jumped from 12 last 
year, to 30 this year and we expect to 
double this figure next year, for additional 
benefit. 


Libraries at Cultural Centers in Libya 


and Sudan and Other Middle East 


Countries. 


The department has established and 
furnished the cultural centers of Tripoli, 


Benghazi and Omdurman. Many efforts 
have been made to make them worthy of 
appreciation. 


Necessary preparations are _ being 
made now, to establish similar centers in 
Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, and Tunisia. 


6. Instructions to Publishers. 


In order to. raise the’ standard of 
books, the department has sent general 
instructions to all publishers, to be used 
in the selection of attractive and interest- 
ing books for school libraries. 


7.. Educational Zones Libraries. 


The department works hard so_ that 
libraries may be spread on a large scale 
throughout all the Ministry departments, 


and measures have been taken to supply 
every educational zone (Board of Educatino 
in each province) with a library that 
would serve as a reference to subject ins- 


pectors and teachers and all interested in 


educational affairs. Necessary funds have 


been forwarded to the 20 educational zones 
to have this plan carried out. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT 
IN THE REPUBLIC OF THE SUDAN 


By 


MOHAMED ABDEL KAFTE 
Assistant 
KHARTOUM 


Librarian 
UNIVERSITY 


1. The purpose of this note is a two-fold 
one. The writer intends to cast a beam of 
light on the historical background of the 
present library services in the Sudan and 
to brief the readers on the potential long- 
term development which, it is hoped, will 
keep a relative pace with the other aspects 
of life moving forward in the infant Repu- 
blic of the Sudan. 


In 1946 the Sudan Government thought 
of launching a public library service of 
some sort to be extended to every reader 
in the Country wherever he may be living. 
Views were exchanged between different 
ends, discussions were made and the final 
decision was to open a_ central library in 
the biggest town which would offer limited 
box and Postal Service to readers in the 
remote parts and moreover’ to be a de- 
monstration scheme. Since then, the 
matter was only taking the shape of a sug- 
gestion and long term possibilities until 
1951 when the first Library was inaugu- 
rated in the City of Omdourman, the big- 
gest town all over our Country. 


2. BUILDINGS : 


The fact that the library was started 
on a demonstrational basis made the set- 
ting up of a special building an unurgent 
matter. It was thought preferable to slack 
a bit on this matter until the experiment 
proves a complete success and the whole 
of the library gets going genuinely. This 
trend of thought added to the chain of 


fluctuating events kept the library homed 
in private premises until the present day; 
but it is intended that tomorrow’s develop- 
ment will witness the establishment of 
building to shelter the present library 
with a view of developing it into National 
Central and a Civic Centre as well. 


3. The library scheme is now being adopt- 


ed by the Central Government under the 


auspice of the Ministry of Education who 
is including a special fund within its An- 
nual Budget for the library service. It is, 
however, planned to set up a Committee 
to convene quarterly and advise the edu- 
eational authorities over different matters 
pertaining to library matters. The libra- 
rian, as an ex officio, will act as Secretary 
to the proposed body which will be the 
direct governing organ. 


4. BOOKS. 


It is 
spoken 
Arabic 
in any 


because the two main languages 
and written in the Sudan are the 
and the English, the book stock 
Sudan library is a combination of 


books written in these languages. In my 
Central Library the shelves’ exhibit the 
same proportion of two to. one, bearing 


in mind that the Arabic language is the 
Country’s mother tongue. The book stock 
has been obtained through one of either 
ways (1) purchasing from publishers and 
in some cases from local Bookshops. (2) 


stock which came as bona-fida and these 
have been coming on a very limited scale. 


Classification and Cataloging : 


The lack of trained assistants made 
the application of classification and catalo 
ging methods in the real strict sense an 


impossible achievement. It was for one 
single man to deal with some thousand 
books in different languages. Thus the 


only out-let was to come out with some 
adaptation to these rules away from de- 
tails and complications in order’ to be 


easily assimilated and digested by the 
library assistants who have had no similar 
training. 


The classification system adopted now 
is the «English metohd». An _ alphabet 
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was made to stand for every branch of 
knowledge. This was done after limiting 


knowledge into countable branches in both 
languages i.e. R. to stand for history, D. 


for Literature and C. for Psychology etc. 
etc. No subdivisions exist. 


As for cataloging, the author and 
title method is used and the sheaf cata- 


louge is arranged in such a way that book 
can only be pin pointed by one of either 


It is within the intentions 
the near 


these two ways. 
of the Government to send in 


future some students who have the temper- 
ament and _ interest to take librarianship 


as life careers to courses abroad and when 
this gets done then a reformation in libra- 


ry service will be launched and there will 
be proper library technique; moreover it 


will be possible to hold training sessions 
on limited scale and give refresher courses 
locally. 


As the word Central rightly gives the 
impression that my library is a _ head- 


quarter to minor libraries, I would like to 
point out that there are at present about 


5 small libraries, mostly reading rooms 
affiliated to Local Government Councils 


who are financing and administrating them. 
The library has an advisory capacity and 
is considered to act as mother library. 


The librarian of the latter pays periodical 
visits to these branches in order to super- 
vise, advise and suggest ways and means 
of improvement. 


In order to brief the readers on other 
activities done by the Central Library, I 
am obliged to say that a_ public lecture, 
discussion circle or a brain trust is held 
monthly at least. Cinema shows are given 


and films with educational background 
are shown. Also the library is keeping 
living contacts with other educational Cen- 
ters a thing which makes it an active 


functioning body in the educational and 
cultural move of the Country as a whole. 


Future 
been submitted for 


more proposals have 
the starting 


mobile library service and it is hoped that 
the library vans will be’ traversing the 
Country snaking in every lane and stop- 
ping at every cottage. 


already 
of a 


The attached statistical information 
shhet will give an idea in support of some 


of the brief notes which I tried to abbre- 
viate in the statement above. 


CENTRAL LIBRARY OMDURMAN 


Number of Arabic books 
Number of English books... ... ... ... 
Number 


Number of daily visitors to the Library 


of Registered members who can borrow books 


Non 
Ref. Books Ref. Books 


300 12000 
250 5100 
4000 persons 


200 persons 


Number of Lectures scheduled for current year... ... ... ... 20 


Number of Film shows scheduled for current year... ... ...30 


Working day: 


Hours of works: 8 a.m. — 12 noon. 


5.30 p.m. — 8 pm. 


All the weel except Mondays. 
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